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November 2021
NEWSLETTER

Personalized Learning 
Public Charter School

PUBLIC NOTICE

WSCS BOARD MEETING
November 9 at 2:00 p.m.

This meeting will be by teleconference pursuant to 
Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20. 

CLICK HERE
for more information

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Important Dates

NOVEMBER
Nov. 3

Nov. 4

Nov. 9

Nov. 11-12

Nov. 19

Nov. 22 - 26

Nov. 26

Nov. 30

• STEAM Fair Information 
Meeting

• Endeavor CharterTalk 
(TK-3)

• WSCS Board Meeting

• Veterans Day Break

• Library Visit
• Scholastic Book Order Due

• Thanksgiving Break

• Attendance 4 Due

• UC and CA State 
University Apps Due

• Kid Gift Workshops Signup 
Deadline

DECEMBER
Dec. 3

Dec. 6, 8, 10

Dec. 7

Dec. 10

Dec. 17

Dec. 20-31

Dec. 24

• EECU College Grant App. 
Due

• Library Visit

• Kid’s Gift Workshops

• Local Community College 
Orientation Workshop

• Last day of H.S./Friday and 
all Math Classes

• Semester 1 Ends

• Winter Break

• Attendance 5 Due
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“I cannot teach anybody “I cannot teach anybody 
anything; I can only make anything; I can only make 
them think” them think” 
  -Socrates

https://www.wscsfamily.org/board.html
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“As the largest children’s book publisher in 
the world, Scholastic is entrusted with the 
promotion of literacy through books for 

millions of kids of all ages and reading levels. 
Our mission is built on helping children learn 

to read and love to read.”       
-Scholastic Mission Statement

ONLINE ONLY ONLINE ONLY 
Scholastic Book Club is now available for all TK-12 Students at Endeavor Charter School! Scholastic Book Club is now available for all TK-12 Students at Endeavor Charter School! 

Find books for less than 
$2.00!
• Type in “book” in the search 

bar at the top of the page 
• A filter will appear on the left-

hand side bar
• Click the drop-down menu 

for “Price” and click the box 
with $1 to $2

• All books less than $2.00 will 
appear!

How to Order:
• Go to:  clubs.scholastic.com
• Click on CONNECT TO TEACHER >
• Enter 5-Digit Class Code: RDYRJ
• You should now see TEACHER’S 

NAME: Nancy Turner and NAME OF 
SCHOOL: ENDEAVOR CHARTER 
SCHOOL

• Click CREATE AN ACCOUNT
• Type in your information and click 

CONTINUE
• You are now linked to Endeavor Charter 

School and you can start shopping!

• Spend $1.00 -  $24.00: Free 
shipping to our school or $6.50 
shipping directly to your home

• Spend $25.00 or More: Free 
shipping directly to your home

Shipping Options:

If you have questions, contact 
Nancy Turner at nturner@
wscsfamily.org or #248-0471 
extension 217.

DEADLIN
E TO 

DEADLIN
E TO 

ORDER IS
 

ORDER IS
 N

OVEMBER 19

NOVEMBER 19

As per Scholastic, at this time only online orders will be accepted with SHIP TO SCHOOL:
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By Brook Hirata

November 3rd at 3:00

For more information contact Brook Hirata at bhirata@wscsfamily.org 

Join us for an informational meeting regarding Endeavor's 
second annual STEAM Fair! 

WhEN:

Where:
Room B in the West Building

Learn how you can share your 
passion for Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and/or Math 
with others! This is open to 

students TK-12th grade. 
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curriculum choice, and helpful staff. They curriculum choice, and helpful staff. They 
also like how Caleb has expressed how also like how Caleb has expressed how 
much he enjoys Endeavor Charter School.much he enjoys Endeavor Charter School.
  
    With the incredible support of his parents     With the incredible support of his parents 
and siblings, I’ve witnessed Caleb flourish and siblings, I’ve witnessed Caleb flourish 
and thrive, both academically and socially. and thrive, both academically and socially. 

The Ostos Family The Ostos Family 
is hard-working, is hard-working, 
positive, and a delight positive, and a delight 
to know. I’m so glad to know. I’m so glad 
Caleb’s sister found Caleb’s sister found 
Endeavor Charter Endeavor Charter 
School and advocated School and advocated 
for him to attend.for him to attend.
  
   The Ostos Family    The Ostos Family 
has great advice for has great advice for 
new homeschooling new homeschooling 

families, “Trust the process. It takes a great families, “Trust the process. It takes a great 
team to educate our children and that’s what team to educate our children and that’s what 
you’ll be getting when you homeschool. It’ll you’ll be getting when you homeschool. It’ll 
be the parents or guardians along with the be the parents or guardians along with the 
teachers that’ll really get the best out of our teachers that’ll really get the best out of our 
students because they’ll be working in unity. students because they’ll be working in unity. 
The ultimate goal is to prepare our children/The ultimate goal is to prepare our children/
students for adulthood and so you have students for adulthood and so you have 
more of a say when it comes to not only more of a say when it comes to not only 
teaching what you want but also in molding teaching what you want but also in molding 
them from great kids to great adults.”them from great kids to great adults.”

MMeet the wonderful Ostos Family!eet the wonderful Ostos Family! The  The 
youngest Ostos is 8th grader Caleb. I youngest Ostos is 8th grader Caleb. I 

was Caleb’s enrichment class teacher for 5th was Caleb’s enrichment class teacher for 5th 
and 6th grade writing classes, but for the and 6th grade writing classes, but for the 
last 2 years, I’ve had the privilege of being last 2 years, I’ve had the privilege of being 
his Advising Teacher as well. Caleb is bright, his Advising Teacher as well. Caleb is bright, 
clever, and thinks outside clever, and thinks outside 
the box in a fantastic way. the box in a fantastic way. 
He has deep questions, He has deep questions, 
interesting wonderings, interesting wonderings, 
and an awesome sense of and an awesome sense of 
humor.humor.
  
    The Ostos Family     The Ostos Family 
was first introduced to was first introduced to 
Endeavor Charter School Endeavor Charter School 
through their daughter through their daughter 
and she recommended and she recommended 
that Caleb attend as well. They describe that Caleb attend as well. They describe 
that “At the time Caleb wasn’t getting the that “At the time Caleb wasn’t getting the 
one on one attention that he needed at his one on one attention that he needed at his 
traditional school so we decided to put traditional school so we decided to put 
him in this school because we felt like he him in this school because we felt like he 
would get the attention and education that would get the attention and education that 
he deserved. We believe we truly made he deserved. We believe we truly made 
the right decision for his best interest the right decision for his best interest 
and it now shows that we did.” As Caleb’s and it now shows that we did.” As Caleb’s 
parents, they know what he needs, and they parents, they know what he needs, and they 
appreciate the parent-led education model, appreciate the parent-led education model, 

FEATURED 
FAMILY
The Ostos Family

Article by Nancy Turner
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RESOURCE SHOWCASE

As a science teacher, one of my As a science teacher, one of my 
favorite free resources are the  PhET favorite free resources are the  PhET 
Simulations. Simulations. 

These simulations come from The University These simulations come from The University 
of Colorado, Boulder and provide a way for students to manipulate variables of Colorado, Boulder and provide a way for students to manipulate variables 
to better understand concepts of Math, Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science and to better understand concepts of Math, Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science and 
Physics. Physics. 

One of my favorite simulations is called  “Gas Properties”. I recommend One of my favorite simulations is called  “Gas Properties”. I recommend 
encouraging students to explore with one variable at a time (the way we do in encouraging students to explore with one variable at a time (the way we do in 
science experiments) to see if they can find relationships between the variables. science experiments) to see if they can find relationships between the variables. 
  
I hope you have fun with this terrific, free resource! I hope you have fun with this terrific, free resource! 

By Grace ReeveBy Grace Reeve

CLICK HERE
for PhET Homepage

Just some of the many simulations provided!Just some of the many simulations provided!

https://phet.colorado.edu/
https://phet.colorado.edu/
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THE BREAKROOM
Staff Feature

Meet another one of our new teachers this year, Katherine Burton! 

BY SANDRA HAMMOND

Title/RoleTitle/Role        

RSP Teacher TK-8, Advising Teacher TK-8RSP Teacher TK-8, Advising Teacher TK-8

Family Make-Up  Family Make-Up    

I have a younger sister who is a I have a younger sister who is a 
nurse, and I am very close with nurse, and I am very close with 
my parents who live near Shaver my parents who live near Shaver 
Lake. Lake. 

What is your background/What is your background/
education? education? 

I have a Bachelors in I have a Bachelors in 
Communicative Disorders and Communicative Disorders and 
Deaf Studies, I have two Teaching Deaf Studies, I have two Teaching 
Credentials, and a Master of Arts Credentials, and a Master of Arts 
in Special Education. Aside from in Special Education. Aside from 
education, I am also an EMT, and education, I am also an EMT, and 
a qualified Wildland Firefighter.a qualified Wildland Firefighter.

What does a typical workday for you look like?What does a typical workday for you look like?  

In the morning I hold a Zoom session for my advising In the morning I hold a Zoom session for my advising 
kids, we talk about our day, share jokes and riddles, and kids, we talk about our day, share jokes and riddles, and 
encourage each other to complete our goals for the day. encourage each other to complete our goals for the day. 
During the day I hold small tutoring groups, help out During the day I hold small tutoring groups, help out 
in classrooms, and work with families on their goals for in classrooms, and work with families on their goals for 
education at home. education at home. 

What is the most challenging part of your What is the most challenging part of your 
position? position? 

Making sure we’re meeting the needs of students, Making sure we’re meeting the needs of students, 
and helping them with whatever they are and helping them with whatever they are 
struggling with. struggling with. 

What do you like best about your career What do you like best about your career 
choice? choice? 

I get to help kids, and we have a lot of fun I get to help kids, and we have a lot of fun 
together.together.

What is the first career goal you What is the first career goal you 
remember having as a young person?remember having as a young person?

Honestly, to get one job that paid as much Honestly, to get one job that paid as much 
as my three jobs. I had three jobs while as my three jobs. I had three jobs while 
going through college. I knew I wanted to going through college. I knew I wanted to 
teach, I just had to get there.  teach, I just had to get there.  

Did you follow any part of that original Did you follow any part of that original 
goal? goal? 

Yes. Having three jobs while in school was hard, Yes. Having three jobs while in school was hard, 
but achieving one job that is very rewarding made but achieving one job that is very rewarding made 
it all worth it. it all worth it. 

Do you have any other interests/pursuits? Do you have any other interests/pursuits? 

I am a pretty avid runner and grateful I can help I am a pretty avid runner and grateful I can help 
with the cross country team here. My goal was with the cross country team here. My goal was 
to run 30 consecutive miles before I turned 30. I to run 30 consecutive miles before I turned 30. I 
completed that goal in May of this year. completed that goal in May of this year. 
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E L E M E N TA RY

Meet Us Meet Us at theat the  

LIBRARYLIBRARY

WHEN: Fridays, 1:30 - 3:00 on the following dates:

October 29 - November 19 - December 3 - January 28 - October 29 - November 19 - December 3 - January 28 - 
February 25 - March 25 - April 29 - May 27February 25 - March 25 - April 29 - May 27

WHERE:    The Children’s RoomThe Children’s Room

                  Woodward Park Branch Library
                  944 E. Perrin, Fresno

• Encourage students to share the love of  books through un-
structured time at one of  our local libraries!

• Connect with other parents of  young children!
• Bring a snack and enjoy the outside table area!
• Access a multitude of  children’s books free of  charge!

• All ages welcome, but geared toward TK-6 students  
• Parents/Guardians must be present         
• Please complete waiver at front desk in either building or at the library on
 your first visit with us! (only one waiver necessary for full year)

For more information contact Sandra Hammond at shammond@wscsfamily.org
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Kid's Gift WorkshopsKid's Gift Workshops
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Kids’ Gift Workshops are coming in December! Please 
select a session below and sign up with your advising 

teacher by November 30th  if  you are interested in having 
your child participate.  Kids’ Gift Workshops are open to 

all TK-8th grade Endeavor students.

Coming Soon!

Coming Soon!

• SESSION A:  DECEMBER 6 FROM 9:00-10:30
• SESSION B:  DECEMBER 6 FROM 1:00-2:30
• SESSION C:  DECEMBER 8 FROM 9:00-10:30
• SESSION D:  DECEMBER 8 FROM 1:00-2:30
• SESSION E:  DECEMBER 9 FROM 9:00-10:30 (VIRTUAL/TAKE 

HOME KITS)
• SESSION F:  DECEMBER 10 FROM 9:00-10:30
• SESSION G: DECEMBER 10 FROM 9:00-10:30 (VIRTUAL/TAKE 

HOME KITS)

Session Options: 
(please choose one only and contact your advising teacher)

Students will be making two surprise gifts to take home! Students will be making two surprise gifts to take home! 
Please contact your Advising Teacher if  you have any questions.Please contact your Advising Teacher if  you have any questions.
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WHEN:WHEN:      Thursday, November 4th, 12:00 - 12:30Thursday, November 4th, 12:00 - 12:30

WHERE: WHERE:   Zoom!Zoom!  (Zoom Link will be sent out via Parent Square)   (Zoom Link will be sent out via Parent Square) 

NOVEMBER’S TOPIC: NOVEMBER’S TOPIC:   

“Developing a Balanced “Developing a Balanced 
Literacy Program” Literacy Program” 

with Advising Teacher, Sandra Hammondwith Advising Teacher, Sandra Hammond
(Designed for families with children 5-8 years old)(Designed for families with children 5-8 years old)

Goal:Goal:  To help build your language arts program through practical To help build your language arts program through practical 
recommendations that can easily be added to any curriculum.recommendations that can easily be added to any curriculum.

Topics include:Topics include:  
• • Intrinsic vs. Extrinsic Motivation Intrinsic vs. Extrinsic Motivation 

to Read & Writeto Read & Write
• • Choosing & Developing Choosing & Developing 

CurriculumCurriculum

• • Implementing Reading StrategiesImplementing Reading Strategies
• • Comprehension vs. Critical Comprehension vs. Critical 

Reading & Thinking Reading & Thinking 
• • Formal & Informal Assessments Formal & Informal Assessments 

that Drive Instructionthat Drive Instruction
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H I G H  S C H O O L

COUNSELOR'S
CORNER

College/University Application Information:College/University Application Information:
California State University & University 
of  California applications are both due on 
November 30. Apply online.

University Application Instructions/University Application Instructions/
DeadlinesDeadlines

CSU:    www2.calstate.edu

UC:       www.ucop.edu/pathways

Private Universities: Instructions/Deadlines vary

Local Community College ApplicationsLocal Community College Applications
Seniors interested in attending one of  our local 
community colleges should apply with priority 
registration through the “Registration To Go” 
Program:
The State Center Community College District 
(SCCCD)  includes Fresno City College, 
Oakhurst Center, Madera Community College, 
Clovis Community and Reedley College.   
 
Local Community College “Registration To Local Community College “Registration To 
Go” InstructionsGo” Instructions
1.    Application was available Oct.1st (This step 

should now be completed. Contact me if  you 
have not finished the application).
2. Online Orientation: November/December 
(Orientation workshop 12/7/21)
4. Counseling / Advising with Student 
Educational Plan: Feb/March 
5. Register for Classes: April if  above steps are 
completed

Free Application for Federal Student Aid Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) and Other Money Matters
For seniors planning on attending any 
university/college or a career technical school 
the FAFSA application is open now. 
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Grant Opportunity through the EECU Grant Opportunity through the EECU 
Student Grant Program (Due 12/3/21)Student Grant Program (Due 12/3/21)
EECU’s Student Grant Programs provide 
grants to help members pay for school-related 
expenses. The programs are open to members 
who are pursuing a post-high school education 
at a community college, university/college, 
vocational/technical school, or advanced 
professional training in the U.S.

EECU Member Grant Program

EECU Employee Spouse & Dependent Grant 
Program

with Greg Hill

CLICK HERE
to Apply for FAFSACLICK HERE

for CSU Application

CLICK HERE
for UC Application

CLICK HERE
for EECU Member Grant Program

CLICK HERE
EECU Employee Spouse & Dependent Grant Program

continued on page 11...

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www2.calstate.edu
http://www.ucop.edu/pathways
https://www.myeecu.org/home/news-resources/financial-resources/student-grant-program#MemberGrant
https://www.myeecu.org/home/news-resources/financial-resources/student-grant-program#EmpGrantProgram


ENDEAVOR CHARTER SCHOOLENDEAVOR CHARTER SCHOOL

WESTERN SIERRA CHARTER SCHOOLS
12

COUNSELOR'S
CORNER

GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship 
Program (Due 1/6/22)Program (Due 1/6/22)

Honoring the legacy and character of  our 
nation’s 40th President, the GE-Reagan 
Foundation Scholarship Program rewards 
college-bound students who demonstrate 
exemplary leadership, drive, integrity, and 
citizenship with financial assistance to pursue 
higher education.
Each year, the Program selects numerous 
recipients to receive a $10,000 scholarship 
renewable for up to an additional three years 
– up to $40,000 total per recipient. Awards are 

for undergraduate study and may be used for 
education-related expenses, including tuition, 
fees, books, supplies, room, and board. In 
addition, Scholars are invited to participate in 
a special awards program and receive ongoing 
leadership-development support.

GE-Reagon Scholarship

...continued

Please email me at ghill@wscsfamily.org if  you have 
any questions about anything!

CLICK HERE
for GE- Reagan Scholarship Application

COACH’S CORNER.

With Coaches Stephanie 
Ganzenhuber & 

Kathrine 
BurtonFALL CROSS COUNTRY 

HIGHLIGHTS

Junior, Sarah Avent 
placed 4th in the Madera 
Invitational on October 1, 
clocking 15:56.1 on the 2.2 

mile course. 

Left to right: Zachary, Kennedy, Sarah, Joy, and Olivia 

For 
more 
informa-
tion contact 
Stephanie 
Ganzenhuber at 
sganzenhuber@wscsfamily.org

https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/ge-reagan/
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STAFF DIRECTORY
Endeavor Charter School

777 Shaw Ave • Fresno, CA 93704
Phone 559-248-0471    Fax 559-248-0482

NAME EXTENSION PRIMARY ASSIGNMENT

Eric Hagen 203 Co-Principal/Tech Admin
Nancy Garcia 202 Co-Principal Fresno

Marianne Lord 200 Admin Secretary
Rosanna Carrasco 222 Receptionist

Julie Schiro 224 TK-8 Advising Teacher
Brandon Mallard 229 Adjunct Teacher/Drama

Brook Hirata 204 TK-8 Advising Teacher
Katelyn Carter 210 Student Suppport Director
Diane Vaccaro 206 TK-8 Advising Teacher/9-12 Leadership
Grace Reeve 201 9-12 Advising Teacher

Greg Hill 220 Guidance Counselor
Irina Buca 205 9-12 Advising Teacher

Renee Johnson 225 TK-8 Advising Teacher
Margaret Den Hartog 207 TK-8 Advising Teacher

Nancy Flynn 228 Math Adjunct Teacher/Tutor
Nancy Turner 217 TK-8 Advising Teacher/E.L. Coordinator

Phil Blas 218 CTE Teacher/IT Coordinator 
Sandra Hammond 215 TK-8 Advising Teacher
Christine Chugg 230 H.S. Math Teacher

Stephanie Ganzenhuber 209 TK-8 Advising Teacher
Susan Huey

Katherine Burton
226
216

Advising Teacher 9-12/English
Advising Teacher K-8/RSP Teacher

Marcia Souza 208 Advising Teacher 9-12
Michael Cox (559) 642-1422 ext. 102 WSCS Director
Jody Jeffers (559) 642-1422 ext. 117 Chief  Business Officer

Email addresses for all staff are: first initial and last name @wscsfamily.org (no spaces)
SUPPORT STAFF

Jacob Mulick - English/Graphic Design • Mrs. Gaviria - Spanish • Mrs. Kelly - Science • Mrs. Llanos - K Teacher
Kelly Lord - Office and TA • Brandon Mendez - Music • Mr. McGough - Integrated Drawing/Art •

Bee Lor - Custodian


