TABLE OF CONTENTS
News
Featured Family			
Resource Showcase		
The Breakroom			
Elementary News
Coach’s Corner
Counselor’s Corner

Personalized Learning
Public Charter School

NEWSLETTER
December-January 2021/22

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Important Dates

Dec. 3

-Rachel Carson

PUBLIC NOTICE

WSCS BOARD MEETING
January 11 at 2:00 p.m.

This meeting will be by teleconference pursuant to
Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20.

CLICK HERE

for more information
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DECEMBER
•
•

EECU College Grant app.
due
Library visit
Scholastic Book order due

•

Tree Fresno planting

Dec. 6, 8, 10 •

Kid’s Gift Workshops

Dec. 7

•

Local Comm. College
Orientation Workshop

Dec. 8

•

H.S. Enrichment Program
registration due

Dec. 10

•

Last Day of H.S./Friday and
all math classes

Dec. 14

•

WSCS Special Board
Meeting @2pm

Dec. 15

•

Deadline to purchase
cinnamon rolls (fundraiser)

Dec. 17

•

Semester 1 Ends

Dec. 20-31

•

Winter Break

Dec. 24

•

Attendance #5 due

•
•

Spring 2021 semester begins
China Peak ski day (more
info to follow)

Jan. 6

•

STEAM Fair signup due

Jan. 10

•
•
•

First week onsite H.S. classes
First week Friday classes
First week TK-8 Enrichment
classes

Jan. 11

•

WSCS Board Meeting

Jan. 13

•

STEAM Fair

Jan. 14

•

Scholastic Book order due

Jan. 17

•

MLK Day - No school

Jan. 21

•

Attendance #6 due

Jan. 28

•

Library visit

Dec. 4

“If a child is to keep alive his or her
inborn sense of wonder, he needs the
companionship of at least one adult
who can share it, rediscovering the joy,
excitement and mystery of the world
we live in”
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WESTERN SIERRA CHARTER SCHOOLS

•

JANUARY

ENDEAVOR CHARTER SCHOOL

“As the largest children’s book publisher in
the world, Scholastic is entrusted with the
promotion of literacy through books for
millions of kids of all ages and reading levels.
Our mission is built on helping children learn
to read and love to read.”
-Scholastic Mission Statement
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ONLINE ONLY

Scholastic Book Club is now available for all TK-12 Students at Endeavor Charter School!

Find books for less than
$2.00!
•
•
•
•

How to Order:

Type in “book” in the search
bar at the top of the page
A filter will appear on the lefthand side bar
Click the drop-down menu
for “Price” and click the box
with $1 to $2
All books less than $2.00 will
appear!

Shipping Options:
•
•

Spend $1.00 - $24.00: Free
shipping to our school or $6.50
shipping directly to your home
Spend $25.00 or More: Free
shipping directly to your home

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Go to: clubs.scholastic.com
Click on CONNECT TO TEACHER >
Enter 5-Digit Class Code: RDYRJ
You should now see TEACHER’S
NAME: Nancy Turner and NAME OF
SCHOOL: ENDEAVOR CHARTER
SCHOOL
Click CREATE AN ACCOUNT
Type in your information and click
CONTINUE
You are now linked to Endeavor Charter
School and you can start shopping!

If you have questions, contact
Nancy Turner at nturner@
wscsfamily.org or #248-0471
extension 217.

As per Scholastic, at this time only online orders will be accepted with SHIP TO SCHOOL:
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u
January 13, 2022

Are you looking for an out-of-the-ordinary activity to work on that is both

creative and educational? Encourage your TK-12th grade children to share a
unique project at our STEAM Fair!!
Examples of STEAM Projects:

WhEN:

The possibilities are endless! (These are just
a few examples!)

January 13th at 5:30 pm

Students should arrive by 5:10 to set-up projects

Where:

Science: An experiment you worked through with
a lab write-up

WSCS Fresno Site, West Building

Technology: A Google slideshow or digital
photography describing a specific interest

What to bring:

Art: A painting, sculpture or another artistic
project

Your project displayed in a
format that is easily visible to a
crowd.
ExAmples:

• On a trifold board
• As a poster
• As a Google slideshow

Engineering: Something you’ve built or designed
in order to solve a problem
Math: A unique way of solving a problem

Also, prepare a one or two minute speech that explains
the project, how it was created and/or the process,
challenges you faced, and what you learned!

(bring your own
Chromebook)
• In its original form

RSVP to Ms. Reeve or Mrs. Hirata (greeve@wscsfamily.org or bhirata@wscsfamily.org) by 1/6/22. Please include a
short description of your project, your name, and your grade level.
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Endeavor Charter School

book drive benefiting

Valley Children’s Hospital!
During this season of giving, support local, small business
and help put a book in the hands of a child hospitalized.

WHEN:

Dec. 1st through Dec. 10th

HOW:

Shop at Petunia’s Place Bookstore and choose
a book to be delivered to the hospital

WHERE:

6027 N. Palm Ave. Fresno, CA 93704

Help us reach our goal of 250 books!
If you have any questions contact Sandra Hammond shammond@wscsfamily.org
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WHEN: Thursday, January 6th, 12:00 - 12:30
WHERE: Zoom! (Zoom Link will be sent out via Parent Square)
NOVEMBER’S TOPIC:

“Making Math Relevant”

with Instructors Nancy Flynn and Christine Chugg
(Designed for families with children of all ages)

Goal: To help families create opportunities to make math relevant,
meaningful and enjoyable for all!
Topics include:
• Recognizing patterns at all math
• Measurement as part of practical
levels
living skills
• The eight mathematical practices
• Data analysis in the real world
at all levels
• Shapes/Geometry all around us
• Seeing the beauty of math in the
• Continuing to use manipulatives
world around us
in your environment for concepts
“Grab your lun
ch or a cup of co
ffee and Zoom
in numeracy
in with us! Wat
ch P
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FEATURED
FAMILY
The Yang Family

Article by Margaret Den Hartog

ready for classes on Monday mornings!
One Sunday evening while they were
visiting family, they told everyone, “We have
to go home early. We have to go to bed. We
love school! ”

Meet the Yang Family - Tou, Stephanie,
and their children - Loralei (Gr. 5), Emery
(Gr. 3), Jude (TK), Adi (Age 2), and the
foster baby Avi (4 Months). Over four years
ago, these wonderful parents came to our
school looking for a safe, positive learning
environment for their children. Even
though I just became their
Advising Teacher this year,
I can say with certainty that
they have found what they
were looking for.

For a short time last year, the children were
enrolled in traditional school so Stephanie
could work full time.
It soon became
apparent that this
was not a good “fit”
for them. According
to Stephanie, “There
was a lot of negativity,
and my kids did not
flourish there. I quit
my job so I could
homeschool them
again and was so happy
when we got back in at Endeavor. You don’t
know what you have until it’s gone.”

Right from the start I was
struck by their enthusiasm.
I have had the whole family
here in my office at the
same time, and although
it is crowded, it works! Emery and Loralei
take turns sharing and asking questions,
and Tou and Stephanie are positive parents.
With a big smile on her face and in her
voice, Stephanie shares stories about how
her kids are doing. She tells me, “I don’t
have to push them at home, they are happy
to do their work - and they love, love, love
enrichment classes!” On their own, Emery
and Loralei choose to go to bed early on
Sunday evenings so they’ll be fresh and

Looking to the future, the Yangs hope to see
all their children attend and graduate from
Endeavor. Stephanie has great advice for
new families, “Be patient with yourselves
and the homeschooling process. It gets a
lot easier as you go along. Coming from a
mother of five - it’s totally worth it!”
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RESOURCE SHOWCASE

by Diane Vaccaro
I became familiar with TED talks about 15 years ago. TED
Organizers describe their work as “a nonprofit devoted
to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful
talks” (18 minutes or less). I love the “18 minutes or less”
part. I also love what I’ve learned from watching TED talks.

Just some of the many videos available!

Videos I’ve watched come from such a variety of topics: psychology, leadership, entrepreneurship, art and much more.
I’m often in the TED and TEDx libraries, but I wanted to look into TED-Ed videos as a potential resource for parents
looking to augment their lessons at home. Here’s what I learned:
1.) TED-Ed videos cover so many topics!
topics! You can search by topic, grade level, length of video.
2.) Videos have a lesson component. Students can WATCH, THINK, DIG DEEPER, and DISCUSS. These lessons
are created/edited by viewers, so you can modify something to fit more specifically with your child and your desired
outcome. If you create a free account, you can go back and see your child’s answers in your library of lessons.
As with all online resources, it is important for parents to preview the content to make sure that it is age appropriate and
matches with the desired outcome. The DISCUSS piece of the lesson leads students to add to a comment thread. I think
a better alternative would be to have students write their own response without engaging with the online community.
Again, pre reading comments gives parents a chance to decide how to use the DISCUSS portion of the lesson. One
option is to have students read the question and consider other responses to help form their own answer. Or, the question
can be copied and pasted at the top of a Google Doc and students can answer that way.
Check out ed.ted.com to see if this resource might be right for you.

CLICK HERE

for TedEd Homepage
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THE BREAKROOM
Staff Feature

BY SANDRA HAMMOND

Meet our new Music Instructor, Austin Martin!
Title/Role

What is the most challenging part of your
position?

Music Instructor

Covering all the material! The 30 minute
enrichment classes fly by.

Family Make-Up

What do you like best about your
career choice?

My parents and grandparents
all live in Fresno, and I have a
younger brother who I’m pretty
close with. You can bother him
at the Dutch Bros. on Herndon
and Fowler.

Being able to talk music with people and
seeing people get excited about music.

What is the first career goal you
remember having as a young person?

What is your background/
education?
I have an Associates Degree
from Fresno City College and
I am currently working towards my Bachelor’s
Degree at CSU Northridge.

What does a typical workday for you look like?
On Mondays and Wednesdays I teach K-8 music
enrichment classes and I’m typically running around
with a cart full of pianos, recorders and print-outs!
Friday I teach guitar in the same room all day, so the
only workout I get is going to grab the guitars for class
with the students.

(Photo: Austin featured here with his brother.)

I remember wanting to be a composer
pretty early on.

Did you follow any part of that
original goal?
Yes! I’m studying Media Composition at CSU
Northridge, and it has been really rewarding
scoring projects and collaborating with the other
students.

Do you have any other interests/pursuits?
I got into electronics during the pandemic and I’ve
been building / modifying music equipment since.
I’d like to start a guitar pedal company and repair
amplifiers someday.
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E L E M E N TA R Y

Meet Us at the

LIBRARY
• Encourage students to share the love of books through
unstructured time at one of our local libraries!
• Connect with other parents of young children!
• Bring a snack and enjoy the outside table area!
• Access a multitude of children’s books free of charge!

WHEN: Fridays, 1:30 - 3:00 on the following dates:

October 29 - November 19 - December 3 - January 28 February 25 - March 25 - April 29 - May 27
WHERE:

The Children’s Room
Woodward Park Branch Library
944 E. Perrin, Fresno

• All ages welcome, but geared toward TK-6 students
• Parents/Guardians must be present
• Please complete waiver at front desk in either building or at the library on
your first visit with us! (only one waiver necessary for full year)

For more information contact Sandra Hammond at shammond@wscsfamily.org
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Kid's Gift Workshops
This is a reminder for the dates ONLY.
(The deadline to sign up has passed)

Dates:

• SESSION A: DECEMBER 6 FROM 9:00-10:30
• SESSION B: DECEMBER 6 FROM 1:00-2:30
• SESSION C: DECEMBER 8 FROM 9:00-10:30
• SESSION D: DECEMBER 8 FROM 1:00-2:30
• SESSION E: DECEMBER 9 FROM 9:00-10:30 (VIRTUAL/TAKE
HOME KITS)
• SESSION F: DECEMBER 10 FROM 9:00-10:30
• SESSION G: DECEMBER 10 FROM 9:00-10:30 (VIRTUAL/TAKE
HOME KITS)

CONGRATULATIONS!

ANNOUNCEMENT

Zach Ganzenhuber raced in the Two
Cities Half Marathon on November 9th,
winning his age group and placing 11th
overall. Congratulations, Zach!
Zach and his family stayed to cheer Mrs
Vaccaro across the finish line.
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HIGH SCHOOL

COUNSELOR'S

CORNER
with Greg Hill

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and Other Money Matters:
For seniors planning on attending any
university/college or a career technical school
the FAFSA application is open now.
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Grant Opportunity through the EECU
Student Grant Program (Due 12/3/21):
Spring Classes available at the Community
EECU’s Student Grant Programs provide
College:
grants to help members pay for school-related
10th, 11th, and 12th graders can register now
for classes at the community college through the expenses. The programs are open to members
who are pursuing a post-high school education
“High School Enrichment Program.” This is a
at a community college, university/college,
great way to earn both college and high school
credits at the same time. Please email me if you vocational/technical school, or advanced
are interested. I’d love to help you get registered. professional training in the U.S.
Link: EECU Member Grant Program
The deadline to register is 12/8/21.
Link: EECU Employee Spouse & Dependent
Local Community College Applications are Grant Program
due now:
Seniors interested in attending one of our local GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship
community colleges after high school should
Program due 1/6/22:
1/6/22:
apply with priority registration through the
“Honoring the legacy and character of our nation’s
“Registration To Go” Program:
40th President, the GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship
The State Center Community College District
Program rewards college-bound students who
(SCCCD) includes Fresno City College,
demonstrate exemplary leadership, drive, integrity, and
Oakhurst Center, Madera Community College,
citizenship with financial assistance to pursue higher
Clovis Community and Reedley College.
Local Community College “Registration To
Go” Instructions:
1. Application was available Oct.1st (This step
should now be completed. Contact me if you
have not finished the application).
2. Online Orientation: November/December
(Orientation workshop 12/7/21)
3. Counseling / Advising with Student
Educational Plan: Feb/March
4. Register for Classes: April if above steps are
completed.

education.””
education.

Each year, the Program selects numerous
recipients to receive a $10,000 scholarship
renewable for up to an additional three years
– up to $40,000 total per recipient. Awards are
for undergraduate study and may be used for
education-related expenses, including tuition,
fees, books, supplies, room, and board. In
addition, Scholars are invited to participate in
a special awards program and receive ongoing

continued on page 11...
13

WESTERN SIERRA CHARTER SCHOOLS

ENDEAVOR CHARTER SCHOOL

COUNSELOR'S

interactions, understand different cultural
perspectives on the environment, build
critical and analytical thinking skills. Career
options include environmental consultant,
environmental officer, and recycling manager.
...continued
Food Safety & Quality Apprenticeship
Provides the necessary skills for current industry
leadership-development support.
employees to perform the food safety tasks that
Click this link:
are required under the FDA FSMA regulations.
GE-Reagan Scholarship
Health Care Interpreter
Provides vital services to patients and
Spotlight - Trade School / Career Technical practitioners in the healthcare industry in
Education Options
hospitals, nursing homes, and clinics.
Did you know that the community college offers Information Technology & Cyber Security
a multitude of excellent trade school options?
Basics of computers (hardware & software),
For example, this is what Clovis Community
troubleshooting, and maintenance. Overview of
College offers:
diagnostics, test equipment, information systems
Business Administration
networking, and configuration.
Accounting, general business, marketing, retail,
Information Systems & Web Design
hospitality, or management.
Troubleshoot and solve hardware, software,
Child Development
and network problems. Install and configure
Training for careers in child care programs,
network operating systems. Prepare to take
home day care facilities, elementary schools,
the CompTIA A+ Essential and A+ Practical
adult educational programs, creative arts and
Application exams.
media, social services, or health related fields.
Mechatronics/Industrial Automation
Criminology
Obtain the skills to work as a technician
Training for careers in law enforcement,
maintaining electrical, mechanical, computer and
such as a bailiff, correctional officer, criminal
control systems.
investigator, detective, police officer, or security Rehabilitation Aide
guard.
Rehabilitation Aides have clinical and office
Digital Art and Digital Music
training to work in hospitals, rehabilitation
Training for a career as a graphic designer,
centers, skilled nursing, and private practice
photographer, music composer, or visual arts
clinics. Employment is expected to grow by 23animator. Learn about the impact of music
40% by 2024, with $15-21/hour pay.
and visual arts in a personal, cultural and global Water Treatment (Drinking & Wastewater)
context.
Operate and maintain wastewater treatment
Entrepreneurship
facilities, solve problems and safety procedures,
The entrepreneurship program supports
water mathematic calculations, flow and velocity
students and local businesses to help facilitate
in relation to the motion of water.
the launch of new startups and further the goals
of established businesses.
Click this link for more information:
Environmental Science
Clovis Career Technical Education
Train to understand essential biological and
Please email me at ghill@wscsfamily.org if you have
physical processes, analyze human/environment any questions about anything!

CORNER
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STAFF DIRECTORY

Endeavor Charter School

777 Shaw Ave • Fresno, CA 93704
Phone 559-248-0471 Fax 559-248-0482
NAME

EXTENSION

PRIMARY ASSIGNMENT

Eric Hagen
Nancy Garcia
Marianne Lord
Rosanna Carrasco
Julie Schiro
Brandon Mallard
Brook Hirata
Katelyn Carter
Diane Vaccaro
Grace Reeve
Greg Hill
Irina Buca
Renee Johnson
Margaret Den Hartog
Nancy Flynn
Nancy Turner
Phil Blas
Sandra Hammond
Christine Chugg

203
202
200
222
224
229
204
210
206
201
220
205
225
207
228
217
218
215
230
209
226
216
208
(559) 642-1422 ext. 102
(559) 642-1422 ext. 117

Co-Principal/Tech Admin
Co-Principal Fresno
Admin Secretary
Receptionist
TK-8 Advising Teacher
Adjunct Teacher/Drama
TK-8 Advising Teacher
Student Support Director
TK-8 Advising Teacher/9-12 Leadership
9-12 Advising Teacher
Guidance Counselor
9-12 Advising Teacher
TK-8 Advising Teacher
TK-8 Advising Teacher
Math Adjunct Teacher/Tutor
TK-8 Advising Teacher/E.L. Coordinator
CTE Teacher/IT Coordinator
TK-8 Advising Teacher
H.S. Math Teacher
TK-8 Advising Teacher
Advising Teacher 9-12/English
Advising Teacher K-8/RSP Teacher
Advising Teacher 9-12
WSCS Director
Chief Business Officer

Stephanie Ganzenhuber

Susan Huey

Katherine Burton

Marcia Souza
Michael Cox
Jody Jeffers

Email addresses for all staff are: first initial and last name @wscsfamily.org (no spaces)
SUPPORT STAFF

Jacob Mulick - English/Graphic Design • Mrs. Gaviria - Spanish • Mrs. Kelly - Science • Mrs. Llanos - K Teacher
Kelly Lord - Office and TA • Austin Martin - Music • Mr. McGough - Integrated Drawing/Art •
Bee Lor - Custodian
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