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NEWSLETTER
October 2019

MOUNTAIN HOME SCHOOL CHARTER & GLACIER HIGH SCHOOL CHARTER
Personalized Learning Public Charter Schools

Fresno Resource Center

Oct. 2 • 8th Grade Catalina $55 Deposit Due

Oct. 4 • No regular onsite classes - 1st PE day for 
Mountain Home School 

• Attendance 2 Due (see bottom of page 1 
for link)

Oct. 9 • PSAT registration deadline

Oct. 10 • Fresno Fair Field Trip

Oct. 11 • Picture Day 2 - 11:00am -1:00pm

Oct. 16 • PSAT Testing 

Oct. 17 • Community College Presentation 
(all GHS Students) & Financial Aid/
Application Workshop (GHS Seniors) 

Oct. 18 • Grad Nite deposit of $25 due/ Last day to 
sign up to attend Grad Nite

Oct. 21 - 25 • No School - October Break

Oct. 30 • GHS Central California Food Bank 
9am-11am

Nov. 1 • Cap & Gown forms due to Mrs. Garcia
• PE Day & No Onsite Classes

Nov. 7 • GHS Central California Food Bank 9:00am 
- 11:00am

Nov. 11 • Veterans Day - No School

Nov. 12 • WSCS Board Meeting 2:30pm @ Oakhurst 
Campus 

Nov. 15 • Leadership Field Trip to The Reagan Library

Nov. 18 & 20 • Last day of MHS Fall 2019 Enrichment 
Classes

Nov. 26 • No GHS classes

Nov. 27 - 29 • Office Closed: No Classes

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
IMPORTANT DATES
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“Education is not 
the filling of a 
pail, but the 
lighting of a fire”

(William Butler Yeats) 

ATTENDANCE
FORMS MHS GHS

http://www.mountainhomecharter.org/attendance-forms.html
http://www.glacierhighcharter.org/attendance.html
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FEATURED FAMILY
Grace Reeve

Western Sierra Charter School families come from var-
ious walks of life. Our students live in diverse communi-
ties within the adjacent counties, they come from diverse 
cultures, and have diverse faiths. It is my privilege to in-
troduce one of these families: The Shehadeys!

Devon and Richard Shehadey have four children, each 
in a different academic season, ranging from primary 
grades through college. The Shehadeys referenced faith 
during my interview on several occasions, and a strong 
desire to “train up a child in the way he should go and 
when is old, he will not turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6) at 
the heart of their decision to homeschool.

Some of the Shehadey children battle chronic health 
obstacles and so the family appreciates the freedom ho-

meschooling offers to families facing these challenges; 
freedom to continue studies while traveling or when a 
routine in schedule suddenly changes. But like many of 
our families, you will often find them racing to and from 
classes and meetings. Stop and say hello when next you 
pass the Shehadeys!

DEVON’S ADVICE to 
NEW HOMESCHOOLERS:

“Relax and give yourself mercy. You are learning along-
side your child so enjoy learning with them. Each day is a 
gift and tomorrow is not guaranteed”. 
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WESTERN SIERRA CHARTER SCHOOLS

FIELD TRIPS & EVENTS

Costa Rica Trip
April 4-10, 2020

Dear Parents and Students, 
I am excited to announce that I will lead a group of Gla-

cier High School and Mountain Home School (7th and 
8th grade) students on a WorldStrides program to Costa 
Rica. On this once-in-a-lifetime adventure, students will 
explore some of Costa Rica’s twelve ecosystems, discover 
its rich culture and traditions, and experience incompara-
ble learning moments. In addition, high school students 
have the opportunity to earn up to three college credits. 
This will be a trip that your child will be talking about for 
years to come! 

Your child will return home excited to tell you about: 
• Ziplining through the rainforest canopy filled with 

rare and exotic wildlife 
• Hiking through a cloud forest and across hardened 

lava flows from an ancient volcano 
• Riding the rapids of one of the cleanest rivers in 

Costa Rica 
I have chosen to travel with WorldStrides because of 

their exceptional service, their 50 years of experience, 

their safety record, and their preventive measures that 
ensure learning occurs in a safe and fun environment. I 
will chaperone the program with other teachers as need-
ed, and throughout the program our group will be guided 
by a certified Course Leader 24 hours a day. Since this is 
not a school sponsored trip, we will not be attending as 
representatives or employees of the school. 

Student cost for the trip will be $2,819 and adult cost 
is $3,242 (parents are not required to attend, but you are 
welcome to join us). WorldStrides offers income based 
scholarships and offers great payment plan options, so 
please don’t let finances be the obstacle that holds you 
back. Students who signup before October 10 will receive 
$50 off the cost of their trip.

I look forward to enjoying this amazing adventure with 
our students! Please contact me with any questions!

Grace Reeve
greeve@wscsfamily.org
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TIP OF THE MONTH
Lighting the Fire Within

Susan Huey

As both a teacher and a homeschool parent,  it has 
always been my philosophy that learning should be stu-
dent-centered. I need to make sure my students are learn-
ing the standards, but motivated to learn.  Are these two 
goals mutually exclusive? Can we take into consideration 
a child’s interest and still meet educational goals?  I say, 
YES!  My mother was a marriage and family therapist, 
and one of her sayings was, “you have to make them 
think it was their idea.”  To be successful in guiding your 
child’s education, they need to have some buy in. Your 
job as a home educator is to “light the fire” within your 
child; create an excitement about learning!

TAKE AN INTEREST INVENTORY
Lighting this fire can be as simple as a trip to the library 

to see what fascinates your child and creating a unit 
study on this topic. I have created unit studies around 
dragons, Legos, Star Wars, horses, Disneyland, prin-
cesses, and musical theater; pulling math, language arts, 
social studies, science, art, and music from all of  these 
themes. You’d be surprised how many Lego-focused math 
lessons can be found on the internet or even organically 
in your child’s play!

DEALING WITH RESISTANCE 
But what if your child hates reading, math, or another 

subject? How can we get that buy in?  My daughter does 
not have a particular love of math, but she does love 
writing. When she sees a page of math problems she will 
audibly groan. But when we turn those problems into a 
“story”, she will complete them in no time. She also has a 
difficult time memorizing anything, but if we turn what-
ever she is learning into a song, it becomes easy and fun. 

By contrast, my son hates writing, but loves to move 
around while he learns. We’ve played catch to learn our 
math facts and once, even made a huge chalk periodic 
table on the driveway; leaping from element to element.  

KEEP THE FIRE STOKED 
Most parents  know their children better than anyone 

else does. They know what works and what doesn’t. We 
can use this  knowledge to help motivate them to learn 
and experience those “aha” moments. There is no better 
feeling as an educator and parent than watching your 
child master a skill, whether it be memorizing the states 
and capitals or learning to swim. Revel in those moments 
and celebrate with them. When your child is excited 
about  learning something new, they will want more. Our 
job as homeschool educators is to inspire, not lecture.  
Help them teach themselves. Light the fire to encourage 
life- long learning and keep that fire stoked.

WESTERN SIERRA CHARTER SCHOOLS
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GL ACIER HIGH SCHOOL

NEWS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Community Service Opportunity at the 
Food Bank

October 30, 2019, 9am-11am

All GHS students are invited to join the Leadership 
Class for our community service project. We will be serv-
ing at the Central California Food Bank (Cedar/High-
way 99) from 9am-11am. Students must arrange for their 
own transportation and fill out the volunteer form on the 
Food Bank website:

1. Visit the Central California Food Bank event reg-
istration page: http://cerv.is/m?0092rGlacier (This 
link will only display the events specifically reserved 
for your group).

2. Select your desired event and follow the onscreen 
instructions to access the CERVIS registration sys-
tem. If this is your first time using the CERVIS on-
line registration system, you will be prompted to 
create a Volunteer Profile.

Please contact Mrs. Vaccaro in person or email at    
dvaccaro@wscsfamily.org for permission slips and addi-
tional information.

Grad Nite Fundraiser

Attention all Seniors! Grad Nite will be Thursday May 
21st at Six Flags Magic Mountain

To reserve your spot, please submit a $25 deposit by 
October 18th!

Email: Nancy Garcia if you have any questions           
(ngarcia@wscsfamily.org)

Cinnamon Roll Fundraiser for Grad Nite
We will have Fresno Fair Cinnamon Rolls (Country 

Fair Cinnamon Rolls)  for sale starting in November.
Seniors start selling Frozen U-Bake trays for $25 each.
Proceeds will help seniors go to Grad Nite!
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GLACIER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
continued

GHSC Cross Country Team

2019-2020 Academic Decathalon

GHSC Cross Country Team is in full swing. Kings-
burg Invitational at Kingsburg High School on Saturday, 
Sept. 18th was GHSC of Oakhurst’s first meet and the 
first meet that both GHSC of Fresno and Oakhurst came 
together to compete for our school. From left to right 
top row: Coach Denise Alvarez, Joseph Chenault, Caleb 
Wensloff, Gannon Ganzenhuber, Cole Muraszewski, and 
Coach Stephanie Ganzenhuber. From left to right bottom 
row: Sarah Avent, Ava Carson, Rachel Carson, Genenieve 
Curry, and Annake Reed. On Sept. 20th the Cross Coun-
try team will once again come back together at Avocado 
Lake to compete in the Sanger Invitational. It has been an 
amazing start to the Cross Country season. Go Gryphons!

2019-2020 ACADEMIC DECATHLON Topic: 
In Sickness and in Health:

An Exploration of Illness & Wellness

*please notify Mr. Hagen or Mr. Boe asap if you want 
to participate.

• Sign up with Mrs. Friesen 
beginning October 14
• Anthology of over 1,000 
poems from which to choose 
2 poems for our school com-
petition
• 2 coaching dates with 
Mrs. Friesen in October/
November

• School competition on December 4 with the top 
3 going on to the county competition in February 
2020

Glacier High School has made a big impression on the 
poetry community through our involvement in Poet-
ry Out Loud. Michelle Linn, Jacquie McCourt, Chloe 
DePledge, Hannah Pool, Matthew Silguero, Elisa Heide-
brecht, and Jackson Roeder are some of the students who 
have gone on to the county competition with some of 
them even advancing to the state competition. The CA 
Arts Council says this:

“... Poetry Out Loud encourages high school students to 
learn about poetry through memorization, performance, 
and competition. Participants master public speaking 
skills, build self-confidence, and learn about literary his-
tory and contemporary life.

“California’s Poetry Out Loud is the largest event of 
its kind in the U.S. ”

Check out this great 
video to learn more about 
Poetry Out Loud: https://
youtu.be/b9FQRW0QEac

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9FQRW0QEac&feature=youtu.be
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GLACIER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
continued

The GHS 2019/2020 Prom will be on
Saturday, March 14 from 6-10 pm at the 

YLP  Clubhouse in Coarsegold
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GLACIER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

COUNSELOR’S
CORNER

with
Greg Hill

Important dates/deadlines:

ALL STUDENTS: Local community college representa-
tive will be presenting on all things community college on 
10/17 at 4PM. Certificated programs, financial aid and 
Associate Degree Programs will be discussed. Application 
workshop for seniors to follow presentation.

ALL STUDENTS: CHRISTIAN COLLEGE FAIR 
NIGHT IS OCTOBER 15, 6-8 PM AT HOPE LU-
THERAN CHURCH, 364 E BARSTOW, FRESNO, 
CA. About 30 private Christian Schools will be on hand 
to answer all of your questions. This is an excellent oppor-
tunity! Don’t miss it!
VISIT: https://myblueprintstory.com/christian-universi-
ty-college-fairs

SAT & ACT COLLEGE READINESS TEST:
(REQUIRED FOR 4-YEAR UNIVERSITY)
Seniors: Need to take before December. Students plan-
ning to attend a 4 year university next fall, you can reg-
ister for the SAT test at www.collegeboard.com and the 
ACT test at actstudent.org. 
Juniors: They recommend taking the test(s) in the spring 
as Juniors should take the PSAT NMSQT (National Mer-
it Scholarship Qualifying Test) on October 16th.

PSAT (Practice SAT) at Glacier High School: $15
9th, 10th, 11th graders: October 16th, 2019. Register 
with Marianne at the front desk. Deadline for registration 
is October 9th.

SAT Test 
Date(s)

Registration
Deadline

Late Fee
Required

November 2, 
2019

October 3,
2019

October 4 - 22, 
2019

ACT Test 
Date(s)

Registration
Deadline

Late Fee
Required

October 26, 
2019

September 20, 
2019

September 21 - 
October 4,

2019

CSU/UC COLLEGE APPLICATIONS:
California State University & University of California ap-
plications open on October 1st! They are both due on 
November 30. Apply online.

CSU: www2.calstate.edu
UC: www.ucop.edu/pathways
Private University: Deadline varies

Local Community College Applications:
Seniors interested in attending one of our local communi-
ty colleges should apply with priority registration through 
the “Registration To Go Program:
SCCCD (Fresno City, Oakhurst Center, Madera Center, 
Clovis Community, Reedley College) 
     
Local Community College “Registration To Go” steps 
1. Application: September/October
2. Online Orientation: December
3. Counseling / Advising with Student Educational 

Plan: Feb/March 
4. Registration for classes: April if above steps are 

completed

FAFSA AND MONEY MATTERS
All seniors planning on attending any college or a voca-
tional school – the FAFSA application opens October 1st. 
www.fafsa.ed.gov

https://myblueprintstory.com/christian-university-college-fairs
https://www2.calstate.edu/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
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MOUNTAIN HOME SCHOOL

NEWS

FIELD TRIPS & EVENTS

8th Grade Catalina Field Trip
April 22 through April 24
Catalina

Our 8th grade students have an awesome opportunity to attend the Marine Biology Camp in Catalina from April 22 
through April 24th!  The deadline to sign-up with a nonrefundable $55 deposit is October 2nd.  For more information 
contact Brook Hirata at bhirata@wscsfamily.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

We will be hosting our P.E. Day, Friday, October 4th 
from 9:30-11:30 at Railroad Park (Peach/Alluvial) in Clo-
vis.  PE Days will be held the 1st Friday of each month 
and you may drop off students or stay and relax in the 
park. Rotating sports and games will help develop skills, 
team-building, and teamwork! 

Students will be divided according to age groups/skill 
level. More information has been sent on Parent Square 
with an opportunity to RSVP! 

High school students are welcome to come and be in-
volved as helpers. Please contact Mrs. Flynn at nflynn@
wscsfamily.org  or  Mrs. Llanos at bllanos@wscsfamily.org  
for more information. 

Interested in the 2020 Spelling Bee?
ParentSquare or email your student’s name and grade
to Kathy Specht at kspecht@wscsfamily.org
Word lists will be available in November!

MHS P.E. Days 2020 Spelling Bee

mailto: nflynn@wscsfamily.org
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STAFF DIRECTORY
Fresno Resource Center

777 Shaw Ave • Fresno, CA 93704
Phone 559-248-0471    Fax 559-248-0482

NAME EXTENSION PRIMARY ASSIGNMENT

Eric Hagen 203 Fresno Principal/Tech Admin
Nancy Garcia 202 Co-Principal Fresno

Marianne Lord 200 WSCS Admin Secretary
Rosanna Carrasco 222 WSCS Receptionist
Amanda Patterson 216 Mountain Home Teacher
Brandon Mallard 229 Adjunct Teacher - MHS and GHS

Brook Hirata 204 Mountain Home Teacher
Christine Neptune 210 Mountain Home Teacher/Special Ed

Diane Vaccaro 206 Mountain Home and GHS Leadership
Grace Reeve 201 Glacier High Teacher and MHS Science

Greg Hill 220 Guidance Counselor
Irina Buca 205 Glacier High Teacher

Kathy Specht 225 Mountain Home Teacher
Margaret Den Hartog 207 Mountain Home Teacher

Nancy Flynn 228 Math Adjunct Teacher/Tutor
Nancy Turner 217 Mountain Home Teacher

Phil Blas 218 CTE Teacher/IT Coordinator 
Sandra Hammond 215 Mountain Home Teacher

Sonny Yang 208 Glacier High Teacher
Stacey Broussard 224 Glacier High Teacher

Stephanie Ganzenhuber 209 Mountain Home Teacher
Susan Huey 226 Mountain Home Teacher
Michael Cox (559) 642-1422 ext. 102 WSCS Director
Jody Jeffers (559) 642-1422 ext. 117 Chief Business Officer

Cheryl Wilhite (559) 642-1422 ext 100 Administrative Secretary
Machelle Arrington (559) 642-1422 ext 120 Special Ed Administrator

Sarah Zimmer (559) 642-1422 ext 123 Speech
Email addresses for all staff are: first initial and last name @wscsfamily.org (no spaces)

SUPPORT STAFF
Mrs. Gaviria - Spanish • Mrs. Llanos - K Teacher • Mr. Mena - Music

Ms. Kelly Lord - Office and TA • Mr. McGough - Integrated Drawing/Art • Bee Lor- Custodian




